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More than a year before this patent application was filed, the assignee of the application 
had used a modeling system in which (a) a general file structure could be used to link old models 
to particular projects, (b) a method of multiple imputation was used to impute missing values, (c) 
early approaches to variable splining and binning were used, (d) independent choices were made 
by a model developer of largely traditional steps and methods to be included in a model, and (e) 
multi-product models were used. 
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I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
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This statement is being filed within three months of the filing date of the application or 
before the receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. Please apply any charges or credits to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1050, reference 17146-003001. 
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